THE BEEKEEPERS’ YEAR
The following is a guide to how the Beekeepers’ Year might ‘pan’ out.
However, it is worth remembering that it is only a guide!
December, January & February

Keep a check on the hive entrance for the build up of dead bees blocking the mouseguard holes and clear as necessary. Wedge up the back of the hive to ensure the floor slopes gently forwards, this will help prevent the wet weather from getting in the hive entrance. Check for other damage where the weather may be able to get into the hive i.e. woodpecker holes etc. and repair. Gently ‘heft’ the hive to check the weight of its stores, if it is light put block of candy over the feedhole and add an eke if needed. Make sure the roof is secure, weigh down or strap if necessary. Keep a record of what you have done.
Suggested equipment:

Bee suit, smoker, hive tool.
Record Book.

Candy
Shallow eke to give room for candy block.
Ply, foam, Drawing pins etc.

Straps, bricks etc.
March

Replace candy if consumed and closely monitor how much is being eaten. It is this time of year when a colony can die due to lack of food. Continue checking hive entrance and deal with as necessary. Consider giving a weak syrup once the weather gets warmer. Keep a record of what you have done.
Suggested equipment:

Bee suit, smoker, hive tool.
Record Book.

Candy.
Shallow eke to give room for candy block.
April

Continue food supply if the hive feels light with half strength syrup as the colony is growing quickly. When it is warmer remove the eke, entrance block and mouse guard if any are fitted. Replace the floor with a clean one. Towards rthe end of the month remove the feeder and put on a queen excluder and a super, or more, if required to allow extra ‘growing room’. Insert Varroa treatment for 42 Days only (2 brood cycles). Remove treatment before honey flows into the supers. Also, you need to be aware that swarming can take place later in the month. Keep a record of what you have done.
Suggested equipment:

Bee suit, smoker, hive tool.
Record Book.
Clean floor.

Varroa treatment, queen excluder and super/s.

May

Make regular inspections of the brood comb. Old comb can carry disease and should be replaced. Move old comb to the edges to enable this. Aim to change a third of the frames each year. Ensure enough food and Pollen remains in the brood Chamber and put the new frames with foundation each side of the brood nest to allow for the increase of the nest size. Remember that congestion can cause swarming so additional supers may now be required. Remember to remove the Varroa treatment before the honey flows into the supers. Keep a record of what you have done.
Suggested equipment:
Bee suit, smoker, hive tool.

Record Book.
New frames with foundation. Spare brood chamber for carrying frames.
Spare supers ready for use.

June

Continue to check and exchange, fi possible, the brood frames signs of disease or swarming. The brood should occupy most of the brood chamber in June. Swarming continues through so be vigilant. It might be possible to remove some capped supers full of honey but ensure you have empty frames or supers to replace them. Keep a record of what you have done.
Suggested equipment:
Bee suit, smoker, hive tool.

Record Book.
Spare supers, frames and foundation.

New brood frames and foundation.

Bee escapes for clearing supers, brush.
July & August
Swarming should be over by July.  The honey for harvesting and the queen excluder should be taken off in early August allowing the bees to collect what little remains for themselves. Put on an entrance block to reduce the size so colony can defend against wasps and other possible predators. Keep a record of what you have done.
Suggested equipment:
Bee suit, smoker, hive tool.

Record Book.
Spare supers, frames and foundation.

New brood frames and foundation.

Bee escapes for clearing supers, brush.
Entrance block.
September
The colony should be fed to replace the honey that has been taken. Use1 Kg bag of sugar to one pint of water, heat until all the sugar is in solution, add Fumidil B for the treatment of Nosema. The colony will need at least 15Kg of this syrup to make it through the following cold months. Feeding needs to be completed before the end of the month, allowing the colony to evaporate the excess water. Fit a mouse guard. Keep a record of what you have done. 
Suggested equipment:
Bee suit, smoker, hive tool.

Record Book.
Feeder and syrup with Fumadil B.

October, November & December
Fit a mouse guard to the entrance if not done already. Surround the hive with chicken wire, or similar, to protect against Woopeckers. Strap and or weigh down the roof against the wind. Check the entrance entrance regularly for the build up of dead bees and remove them. Keep a regular check for damage or rain getting into the hive. Feeding should not be required but keep an emergency block of candy to hand. Remember that most colonies that die is due to the lack of food. Keep a record of what you have done. 
Suggested equipment:
Bee suit, smoker, hive tool.

Record Book.
Straps, wedge or bricks.

Mouseguards.

Candy in tubs or blocks.

Now is a good time to put your feet up and catch up on all that reading you have been putting off during the year (if you can fit it in with the Christmas shopping)!
